
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Creation” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “When God Comes Down,” is the ninth in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Kids for Christ
  5:00 p.m.    Youth Ministry
  5:30 p.m.    Growth Groups
  7:30 p.m.    The Oaks College Ministry

Tuesday:
12:00 p.m.    Women’s Fellowship Luncheon
   6:00 p.m.    Jubilee Ringers

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes 
are offered at 
10:05 a.m. for 
all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School 
classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send 
her an e-mail to 
amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.

Wednesday: 
 6:45 p.m.    Growth Groups
 7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

Thursday:
6:30 a.m.    Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
9:00 p.m.      College Bible Study

Saturday:
10:00 a.m.   Pie Feast at the Garden 

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                    All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
             if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                        on the schedule below.

Children’s Ministry:   More Fun Times are Ahead 
  All is going well in the Aldersgate Children’s Ministry, and here is 
an update:
    •      Trunk or Treat was a success, and cute pics will be shared in  
            next week’s  In Action.
    •      Four kids have memorized the names of all the books of the              
            Bible, the Apostle’s Creed, The Lord’s Prayer and Psalm 23  
            and have made it into our Hall of Fame.  I’m so proud of  
            them!
    •     A Lock-in is coming up on November 21st for 1st-5th Graders. 
    •     PJs and Presents will take place on Saturday, Dec. 6th this year        
           from 10:00 am-2:00 pm. 
    •     Kids will begin rehearsing for their Christmas Program soon             
           with  Mr.Carey, for their performance on December 14, in the            
           combined worship service at 10:05 a.m.
Please mark your calendars with these dates, and plan to enjoy these 
events with us. — Alayna Brooks



College Ministry: Join Us For Road Rules!  

Youth Ministry: One Less
One Less Hopeless...  One Less Overlooked...
One Less Shivering…  One Less Unloved...
One Less Frown…  One Less Ridiculed...
One Less Barrier…  One Less Struggling...
One Less…
   A much as our great Texas weather can be a mystery, the winter 
season is heading our way.  For many of us, this means pumpkin spice 
lattes and breaking out the winter clothes. However, for some students 
at Bowie Elementary, this holiday season may serve as a reminder of 
how little they have and how little they feel loved.

  One Less is an opportunity to give hope to the hopeless and to show the beauty of God’s love to these 
students. One Less is a coat drive lead by the youth every year here at Aldersgate. On average, nearly 100 
students each year are given a warm, fluffy coat to keep them warm during the winter months. In each coat 
pocket they will find a written note with three words that can be life changing:   You Are Loved!
   However, this is not simply a youth effort. Every year our Aldersgate family shows support with donations 
to make this dream of One Less a reality! Gratefully, in the past few years you have shown such generosity 
to this beautiful ministry that we already have more than enough money to cover the cost of the coats this 
year. I am blown away by your love and compassion put into action for these kids, and thanks to you, we can 
continue to help build a world with — ONE LESS!!!   — Daniel Mathis

  Students, we have an awesome opportunity for you  this month! 
Over the weekend of November 21-23rd, the college ministry will be 
sponsoring an event called Road Rules. Essentially, Road Rules is a 
weekend road trip experience that will help us focus on relationships. 
  We will split into small teams for the weekend and follow clues that will 
lead us on a road trip filled with laughter, fun, the sharing of our stories, 
and more meaningful relationships with one another. 
  I cannot tell you where we are going, because that would be against 
the premise of the whole trip! I can tell you that it will be worth your 
time, energy and money. The cost is only $15 and will include all of 
your meals. We will try to leave on November 21st, Friday afternoon, 
between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. and will return to Abilene around 2:00 
p.m. on Sunday afternoon, November 23rd. 
  Want to sign up? Go to www.facebook.com/aldersgatecollegeministry 
or www.twitter.com/aldersg8college to find the recent posts/tweets, and click the link that you see associated 
with the picture you see with this article. You can sign up, ask questions or get more information by emailing 
Kristal Gomez at gomez.kristal@mcm.edu, or me at kyle@aldersgateabilene.org. You may also call me at 
(325)-665-9116. Grace and Peace! — Kyle Watson



ALIVE In Creation: When God Comes Down
Exodus 3: 1-10
Sermon Notes

Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Holy Ground and the great overlap!  (Exodus 3:1-6) 

Suffering and the Narrative of Attraction (Exodus 3:7)
 

Rescue…Bring Them up! (Exodus 3:8)

Joining God… (Exodus 3:10)

 
 

“If you’re looking for a thirty-minute story with a happy ending every time, it’s hard to find in the 
Bible—just as it is in real life. Instead, we discover the presence of God with us in our troubles, 
helping us deal with them, helping us discover solutions to them, helping us deal with the new 
problems inevitably created by those solutions, and so on. 
                                                                           We Make The Road by Walking by Brian McLaren p. 38



Growth Group Questions
   1. Think about God billboards, God bumper stickers and church signs. Talk about one you have  
                seen that you really liked and one that really got under your skin.

2. Share a story in which you sensed God’s presence in a very palpable sort of way.  What about a       
 time when God seemed very absent?
 

3. Write down one thing about this week’s sermon that really encouraged you.

4. In Exodus 3:5, Moses is told to take off his shoes. What do you make of “Holy Ground” in this  
 verse, and how can it apply to your life?  Is there ever an appropriate time for us to take off our  
 shoes in response to God today?

 
5. Pastor Steve said that God is attracted to suffering and to the oppressed like a magnet. If this is t 
 true, then how do you account for the seemingly apparent absence of God in the midst of your  
 personal suffering and in the suffering of people throughout the world?             

 

 
6.  Read Exodus 33:12-23.  Why do you think the presence of God is so important?  What do you  
 think God’s presence does? 

7. Read Exodus 3:11-4:17.  God commands Moses to return to Egypt to join in God’s rescuing of                      
 the people. Moses makes many excuses as to why God should send someone else.  With which  
 excuse do you most identify?  What are some other barriers that keep you from joining God on  
 the mission to alleviate suffering and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?  
 (See also Luke 3:14-21.) 

8. How can the members of your Growth Group support and pray for you this week?



A Note From Academy Parents

Birthday Cards by UMW Martha Circle

   Aldersgate Academy has been a surprise blessing 
for our family for about 6 years. Knowing nothing 
about the school except it met the one essential 
requirement of beginning at 8:30 a.m., we plunged 
in. We are so happy we did!

  Now, this is our last year here, and as we walk the halls, we realize how 
grateful we are for the love and support that has been shown to not only 
all of our children who have attended the Academy (Sofia, our youngest,  
is to the right) but to my husband, Seth, and me as well, throughout the 
years.
    The teachers truly love their jobs and all the children with their whole 
hearts. We have thoroughly enjoyed being here and have no reservations 
about the level of safety, security, love and dedication to the families and 
children . We will miss it! — Seth and Jessica Pietsek

   Under the leadership, teaching and precutting skills of Dawn 
Ripple, an Academy board member, about 20 members of Martha 
Circle whipped out birthday cards for the Academy in less than an 
hour. 
   Dawn and Kristi Poorman send a birthday card with a note that 
says, “Happy Birthday! Jesus loves you and so do we!” to all the 
children and staff of the Academy. These cards are signed from you, 
the church.  The children get so excited when they receive mail at 
home. They come to school the next day with their cards to show  
the other children!

  The Academy board is doing such a fantastic job building relationships between the Academy and the 
church.  If you would like to help these young families that come through our doors each day, please check 
Aldersgate “Academy” under the “I would like to serve” section on the back of your welcome card. There are 
several volunteer opportunities within the ministry area for you to use your gifts and  talents to share God’s 
love. Examples include: Meet the Teacher in August every year, Academy snacks and a prayer group to pray 
for the families, children and staff.
   Birthday cards are delivered monthly. Assistance with a Christmas lunch for preschool families and  our 
graduation receptions is always needed.
   Our outreach is very fluid and changes from year to year , depending on the number of volunteers we have.
   Come any time and help us share the love of Jesus with families, staff and most of all, God’s children.
If you would like to volunteer, call  me at (325)-439-0230. — Carol Rogers



Operation Christmas Child: Donate until November 23rd

 Connections: Connect to Aldersgate 101

Who:   Us (Aldersgate United Methodist Church)
What:  An opportunity to send out God’s love and ours.
How:   Pack a Shoebox at home with your family, bring items for        
             shoeboxes, sponsor a box  for $7, and/or come for our Packing    
             Party.
When: Collection of items now until our Packing Party on Sunday,   
              November 23rd from 5-7p.m. Please drop off  boxes in hall baskets.
Where: Come for the Packing Party, Food and Fellowship in the Fellowship                 
               Hall.

   If you would like to bring items for the boxes, the following are suggestions from Samaritan’s Purse:
School Supply Items: Pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons, markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads, 
paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.
Toys: Small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small
Etch-A-Sketch, toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky, etc.  
Hygiene Items:  Toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap, comb, washcloth, etc.  
Other: Hard candy and lollipops, mints, gum, T-shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, 
watches, flashlights (with extra batteries).  
   We are asked to not include any used or damaged items, war-related items such as toy guns, knives or 
military figures, chocolate or food, liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins or breakable items such as 
snowglobes, and aerosol cans. (A plastic shoe box is a real treasure that serves many purposes beyond 
holding the contents we send.) We thank you in advance for your generosity.
Grace and Peace — Maudie Webb

  If you ever have visited a church for the first time, you know 
that it can feel like walking into someone else’s family reunion. It 
seems like everyone knows each other. People swap stories and 
share about the ministries of the church like everyone knows 
what is going on.
   We recognize this, and we want to make sure that you not only 
feel welcomed, but that you have an opportunity to learn about 
this family we call Aldersgate.  Next Sunday, November 9th, at 
10:05 a.m., you are invited to Aldersgate 101. Join the pastors and staff in the Patio Room for a time of 
conversation and a light breakfast. This gathering is for those of you who want to learn about the mission of 
Aldersgate, our mission field, church membership and ways to plug in with the various ministries offered. 
  This is also an opportunity for pastors and staff to meet and learn a little more about you! We know 
that visiting a new church can be a little intimidating. This is one way we want to reach out to make you 
comfortable. We hope you will take a chance by reaching out as well! If you can’t make it this time, don’t 
worry, you can join us for our next Aldersgate 101 gathering on January 11, 2015. — Jessica Watson  



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner

Presence                      (10.26.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $14,484.00
Received Month-to-Date = $66,775.22
Received Year-to-Date = $634,417.07
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $137,585.18

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Leslie Kitchell

9:00 a.m. Worship Service= 200 
Total Worship Service Attendance=174

Total Attendance=374                                                   
 Sunday school=226

The Oaks =26

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben SandovalAldersgate Lost and Found:  Found — Ladies sunglasses, work keys with Thompson 
Realtor key chain, a SanDisk and an Alltel cell phone. Come by the church office to claim 
your property. Grace and Peace!

Financial Peace University is being held on Thursday night at 6:30 -8:00 pm  in the  
Aldersgate Chapel .

We extend our sympathy to the family of Edwin Chappell, who passed away October 
25. Edwin was a pastor and served Alderagate in the 1970s. His daughter,  Laura Spence, 
and her family are members of Aldersgate.



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

         Sinners and Saints                                                                                                      
                                                    Pastor  Amy                         

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:   Exodus 3: 1-10    
Monday:  Exodus 1: 1-22 
Tuesday:  Exodus 3: 11-4:17 
Wednesday: Exodus 12: 1-32
Thursday  Exodus 22: 21-24
Friday:  Matthew 26: 17-30 
Saturday:  Galatians 5: 1-15 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:         Numbers 7
Monday:         Numbers 8-10 
Tuesday:          Numbers 11-13 
Wednesday:      Numbers 14-15, Ps 90
Thursday:          Numbers 16-17
Friday:                Numbers 18-20 
Saturday:           Numbers 21-22 

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

The Blue Parakeet
by Scot McKnight 
is the next book 
that we are inviting 
you to read as we go 
through the whole 
Bible in 52 weeks 
here at Aldersgate.  
One reviewer says, 
“In this bold, 
examination of reading the Bible, author 
Scot McKnight proclaims a new ‘Third 
Way,’ one that walks confidently between 
two  extremes.”  The book is an easy read 
that helps us to really think through how 
we read the Bible. You may order a copy 
through the church office for $10.oo. 
Grace and Peace!
 —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Below you will find a list of sermon related 
passages and a list of passages that will 
take you through the Bible in a year. Please 
consider reading both each day as we 
continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  

    One of the things I grew up hearing in 
church is that we are all sinners — saved by 
the grace of God — but sinners, nonetheless. 
And while it is true that sin exists in this 
world and in each of our lives, that’s not the 

whole picture. We may be sinners, but we’re also saints in the New 
Testament sense of the word, Christian people of all times and places. 
 Every year, on the first Sunday in November, we are invited to 
observe All Saints Day in our worship services. We come together as 
one body, having grieved the deaths and celebrated the lives of several 
members of this community of faith in the past year. (See Page 4.)
  We sit in silence. We read their names aloud. A bell is tolled after 
each name, signifying a life remembered, a life that no longer dwells 
on earth but leaves a legacy of love, faith and grace. We recognize 
that we still are connected by our faith because not even death can 
separate us from the love that we have in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8: 
37-39).
  The saints in our lives teach us how to deal with the reality of sin 
in this world. We learn by watching them and imitating them and 
receiving their encouragement that we were made to grow into 
Christlikeness. It’s a process that we Methodists call sanctification. 
Some call it the faith journey. The writer of Hebrews called it a race, 
one that was never meant to be run alone.
    In Hebrews 11, we find a long list of people, who, “by faith,” followed 
God into some really interesting situations. We read their stories —
Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob, Joseph — and we are encouraged.
   “Therefore,” the Hebrews writer says, “since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us.” (Hebrews 12:1)
  The people whom we name today — those listed on Page 4 and those 
whom we name in our hearts — they are worth remembering, on All 
Saints Day and every day as we are reminded of the wisdom they 
have imparted to us. We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, 
Sisters and Brothers, by saints, both living and dead.
   We do not run this race alone. 
   Thanks be to God!


